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JULY 1937 
TRAFFIC s#NGINEERING TRAINING SCHOOL 


The Bureau for Street Traffic Research and the Institute 
of Traffic Engineers are conducting the first Traffic Engineer- 
ing Training School of its kind ever to be held. It will be at 
Harvard Yniversity August 16 to 28. Among the cooperating 
organizations are the American Public Works 4ssociation, Automo- 
tive Safety Foundation, American Automobile «ssociation, Nation- 
al Safety Council and the National Conservation Bureau. The 
purpose of this school can best be explained by quoting several 
paragraphs from the announceuent. 


"The problems of congestion and motor-—vehicle accidents 
on Streets and highways are becoming more critical every day. 
ildany different methods of solution are being advanced, and 
scores of public and private organizations are bending every 
effort to its solution. However, most of these efforts can 
only be temporary in effect. It is coming to be generally 
realized that one of the main lines of attack, and the most 
permanent one, must be by the engineering profession, through 
traffic engineering. 


"Municipal, county, state and federal engineers are the 
men best fitted to institute such an engineering attack on traf- 
fic in their communities. Already 4 number of the larger cities 
and several states have engaged specially trained traffic 
engineers, and others will soon, be making similar provisions. 
the smaller commmities, however, will probably handle this 
through the assignment of duties or functions to a member of 
their engineering department. It is for these men who may be 
assigned traffic engineering duties and responsibilities and 
who are now employed by cities, counties and states that the 
Bureau for Street Traffic Research, Harvard University, and 
the Institute of Traffic mngineers are inaugurating a short two 
weeks intensive training course, August 16 to 28." 
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The course will cover engineering opportunities in traf- 
fic, organization for traffic engineering, engineering uses 
of accident records, traffic surveys, one-way streets and 
throughways, signs, signals and markings, parking and garaging, 
street and highway lighting, road design, legislation, traffic 
engineering as related to enforcement and engineering aid to 
traffic education. 


+he majority of those serving on the faculty are members 
of the Institute of Traffic Engineers. Burton Marsh is Dean 
of the School, Maxwell Halsey, Director, and Theo. Matson, Asst. 
Director. Under such able leadership this school is bound to 
be a success. We feel the school will go a long way in helping 
to stimulate interest in the traffic engineering profession and 
assure it the recognition it deserves. 


TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE UNLFORMLTY 


Rapid progress has been made this year in the adoption 
of uniform traffic control devices. Pennsylvania, uwinnesota, 
Connecticut and New York have been 1937 leaders in this move- 
ment. A new rennsylvania law effective September 1, 1937, re- 
quires all traffic signs, signals and markings to be uniform 
and in compliance with the Manual of Standards which the Sec- 
retary of Highways is directed to issue. This applies to all 
traffic regulatory devices and any and all kinds of every ciiy, 
borough and towmship in the stete whether or not the device is 
on a state highway or on « local street. The law also states 
that the Manual of Standards must conform us nearly as practical 
to the system adopted by the Fourth National Conference on Street 
and Highway Safety. 


All Pennsylvania communities must obtain permission of the 
Secretary of Highways before erecting signs, signals and mark-— 
ings. Treffic signal needs must be proven on the basis of traf- 
fic volume, accident records or other conditions. The illumina- 
tion of the yellow light following the red light will cesse. 
Hereafter, there will be a yellow light foliowing the green 
light only. 


Speed on the open highways in Pennsylvania wes increased 
from 40 to 50 miles per hour. Local authorities may establish 
restricted speed zones. The present traffic signals must be 
made to conform to the standard code by January 1, 1940. All 
Signs and signals or other traffic regulatory devices for sale 
or lease must be first submitted to the highway department for 
test end approval. 


Minnesota hes just written into its uniform motor vehicle 
code an act providing for the zoning of all highways. It per- 
mits the establishment of four limits that may be placed upon 
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the highway at 20, 30, 45 and 60 miles per hour. All zoning 
is to be carried on by the Highway Department and zones are to 
be established only after a careful study by a traffic engineer. 
The act also provides control of pedestrian movements at signal- 
ized intersections and requires a walk on the left side of the 
highway facing approaching traffic. 


Connecticut's new uniform traffic control bill authorizes 
the State Traffic Commission to place and maintain traffic con- 
trol signals, signs, markings and other safety devices on all 

trunk highways and on State aid roads. 


New York State has passed a bill somewhat similar to 
Connecticut. It gives the Traffic Commission full power over 
all traffic control devices on stete highways and small villages. 
The bill also requires almost 100% conformance to the National 
Conference code for uniform signs, signéls and markings. 


AWARD 


H. H. Hemmings (ifember) was ewarded a first prize of 4500 
in the slajor Louis Livingston Seaman essay contest on the sub- 
ject "A practical program to be carried on by an employer for 

the elimination of home accidents". 


Mr. George B. Cortelyou, Chairman of the Sexman Award 
Committee announced on June 23 that the judges, consisting of 
Mr. William T. Dewart, Publisher of the New York “un, Dr. John 
H. Finley, Editor in Chief of the New York Times and iir. Paul 
sifton, “ssistent Commissioner, New York State Department of 
Labor, received 216 entries from 123 cities located in 29 states 
ana stated that the general excellence of these essays made the 
task a aifficult one for the judges. 


iy, Hemmings is Assistant to the Comptroller, Metropolitan 
wife Insurance Company, Une iladison “venue, New York City, where 
among other subjects, he is investigating the relationship be- 

tween pedestrian traffic and land values. 


wICKLE TO DIRECT LOUISVILLE SURVEY 


Jensen, Bowen und Farrell, Engineers of 4rbor, w#ichigan, 
have been retained as consultants to plan and direct < comprelen- 
sive traffic engineering und safety survey now being undertaken 
in “ouisville, Ky. Mr. wickle (Associcte ember) is Manager of 
the lreffic and Transport Division of the above firm. Mr. dickle 
will maintain « resident engineer at Louisville throughout the 
duration of this survey. 


+he survey is being conducted under the sponsorship of the 
Mayor's Advisory Traffic Committee. The project was approved 
and released by the traffic survey division of the coordinating 
Committee of the Works Progress Administra 
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TRAFFIC PAINTS 


A fifteen page reprint of an article entitled "Some Properties 
and Tests of Traffic Zone Paints" by E. F. Hickson, Chief, Paint 
Section, National Bureau of Standards, is being circulated by the 
National Paint, Varnish and Lacquer “ssociation of Washington, D.C. 
We understand that copies of this can be obtained from the forego- 
ing Association. Those interested in paint lines and markings 
should send for a copy. 


Mr. H. F. Clemaer, Engineer of waterials, District of Colunbia, 
hashington, D. C. has developed specifications for white and yellow 
traffic paint which seem to him to be giving satisfactory results. 
We understand that any of our members who might be interested can 
obtain a copy of these specifications from itr. Clemmer. 


THE TRAFFIC IN CUBA - BY ISAAC CABRERA (JUNIOR WMBER) 


Vur rates for 1935 on traffic deaths were 64.12 per 10,000 
vehicles and 11.03 per 100,000 of population. During 1936 the 
rates increased to 69.14 per 10,000 vehicles and 12.02 per 100,000 
of population. 


The above numbers show the severity and scope of our traf- 
fic in Cuba, specially in the city of Savana where we have about 
65% of all our traffic accidents. Vur Cuban Yafety Council 


(Consejo Nacional para la Prevencion de Accidentes) is making every 
effort to cooperate with the government. This year during April, 
with the cooperation of our bigger companies and schools, we held 
the first "safety week" in Havana. 


For the finst six months from January to June we have de- 
creased our deaths 16.8%. Our accident rate is still about the 
same, however. 


On our highways we have approximately 30% of the total ac- 
cidents of Cuba. We have special highway police under the Army 
control. From time to time they receive special instruction on 
traffic and accident prevention. ‘he first course of six weeks 
closed July 30. They had 40 patrols. «s safety engineer of the 
Cuban Safety Council I cooperated. lie gave special talks on safety 
in traffic. The problem in Cuba end in Latin America as I have 
seen around Venezuela, Chile and other countries is the lack of 
education and engineering. Wwe need special surveying of the circu- 
lation of motor vehicles through streets designed for the vehicles 
of our grandfathers. \ie have to try end fit the requirement of 
modern traffic to all our narrow streets designed in the nineteenth 
century. 1 have suggested a syncronized system of traffic lights 
for the oldest section of Havana and the concentration of off-street 
parking space for cars because they take about 50% of our streets. 
I hope the police department of Havana will understand all these 
new ideas on traffic und then we can say "our traffic is better 
now", 
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